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Chair’s Message
Wendy Gamber

 History.  Never present.  Always with us.  

 These are challenging times.  Our courses help students 
put them in historical perspective. Jakobi Williams's class 
on Black Power shows that social movements like Black 
Lives Matter and contemporary issues like police brutality 
and voter suppression have histories. Mark Roseman’s 
When When Democracies Fail course was designed for the 
College’s Fall 2020 Themester on Democracy. As well as exploring the tensions and 
challenges of democracy from ancient times to the present, Professor Roseman 
encourages students to find and share present-day media articles that relate class themes 
to current events.  

  Kalani Craig’s The Black Death is as much about understanding how people interacted 
with each other in a pandemic as it is about understanding medieval medical treatment.  
That focus is more relevant than ever.  Professor Craig is using the flexibility online 
teaching provides to give students space to do history in new ways.  Her students will 
focus on a moment in the semester where they saw social or cultural factors most clearly 
at work in disease response. They’ll then adapt that moment to the modern format of their 
choice. Whether that’s artwork, or a series of social media posts, or a short podcast 
“h“hosted” by the author of one of our primary sources, it’s a chance for students to really 
think about historical context by exploring how and where they had to adapt historical 
primary sources to fit the media forms that have dominated our modern pandemic.

 Our Spring 2021 offerings include The Century of Women, Epidemics in History, The 
Black Panther Party, Revolutionary America, Environmental History, and Democratic 
Revolutions, and nearly forty additional courses on a wide range of times and topics. 
Online, hybrid, or (socially distanced) in-person, History courses show how the past helps 
us to understand the present.  
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Welcome New Faculty & 
Graduate Students

New History Graduate Students
Kasha Appleton
Matthew Beil
David Castillo
Brock DeMark
Ezra Evans
Kendra García
Jaelyn GlennemeierJaelyn Glennemeier
Ryan Jensen

Manuel Martínez
William Morgan
Brian Quinn
Hannah Render
Bethany Smith
Quentin Swaryczewski
EllenEllen Taraskiewicz
Roy Woodall
Shouyue Zhang
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Jack & Julia Wickes Fund for 
the Study of War and Society
 Since 2014 more than a dozen IU History faculty and graduate students 
have benefited from the generosity of Jack and Julia Wickes, who established 
the Jack and Julia Wickes Fund for the Study of War and Society. 
The Wickes have a long history of personal and family involvement in war 
and with veterans.  

Within months of graduating from Indiana University in 1969, Jack was 
ddrafted.  He served in the US Army between 1969-1971, including one year 
in Vietnam with the 101st Airborne Division.  

From 1972-1975, Jack attended Indiana University School of Law, Indianapolis, 
aided by the GI Bill.  From 1975-1979, Jack worked as counsel to US Senate 
Veteran’s Affairs Committee and the Committee on Labor and Human 
Resources in Washington, DC.  While counsel for the Veteran’s Affairs 
Committee, Jack primarily worked on veteran readjustment issues. For 
mamany years, Jack served on the board of the not-for-profit agency in 
Indianapolis addressing veteran homelessness issues.

Both Julia and Jack are descended from veterans—Jack’s father served as a pilot with the United States Navy during 
World War II and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross.  Julia’s father served in WWII as a medic and was 
involved in the Battle of the Bulge.  Julia’s paternal grandfather served in the US Army during WWI.

Jack practiced law in Indianapolis for 38 years.  He served as managing partner at the law firm of Lewis and Kappes 
and was selected Trial Lawyer of the Year in the early 90’s.  In 2005, he was named a Sagamore of the Wabash.

JuliaJulia, who graduated from IU Bloomington in 1971 and from IUPUI Herron School of Art and Design in 2002, is a fine 
art painter and illustrator.  Julia and Jack share an art studio at the historic Stutz Business and Arts Center in 
downtown Indianapolis, where Julia shows and sells her paintings and Jack displays and sells his photography.

Jack and Julia have three daughters—Katie Wickes Conovitz, who graduated from IU in 1998, Maggie Wickes 
Callahan, and Anna Wickes Brodie.  The Wickes have seven grandchildren.

A Wickes award enabled Professor Arlene Díaz to complete final research for A War beyond the Battlefield: 
Information, Spies, and News in the Spanish-Cuban-American War, 1878–1898.  Here’s what Professor Díaz has to 
say: “The Jack and Julia Wickes award was instrumental in helping me complete the research of newspaper articles 
on the Spanish-Cuban-American war. Thanks to the Jack and Julia Wickes award, which enabled me to create a 
database of articles from key newspapers such as the New York Journal and New York World, my book project can 
now benefit from these barely studied sources to analyze how the representations of Cubans and the war in Cuba 
changed from 1895 to 1898.”

WWickes funds supported Ph.D. candidate Katy Doll’s pre-pandemic trip to the National Archives at College Park, 
where she conducted research for her dissertation, “Persuasive Potential: US Psychological Operations from the 
Korean War to the Vietnam War.”  “Because my research involves culture, war, and society,” Doll explains, “the Jack 
and Julia Wickes War and Society Fund is especially meaningful to me. I greatly benefited from the award as it funded 
archival research that formed the basis of two chapters of my dissertation.”
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Fulbright Fellowships
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Awards for Faculty
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Awards for Alumni & Students
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Alumni Updates
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Faculty News
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Faculty News, continued



Want to update us 
on your history?

Follow IU History!

twitter.com/iubhistory

facebook.com/IUBHistory


